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SECOND SATURDAY 
AT ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5308 RUTGERS at Bissonnet 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005 

January 10, 2026  
7:00—9:00 PM 

Ordinary Elephant 
with Jay Williams opening 

 

Mesmerizing folk duo Ordinary Ele-
phant has spent the better part of the 
last decade on a never-ending tour 
that’s earned married couple Crystal 
and Pete Damore widespread critical 
acclaim and made fans of luminaries 
like Tom Paxton and Mary Gauthier. In 
2017, the pair took home the Interna-
tional Folk Music Award for Artist of 
the Year on the strength of their 
breakout album, Before I Go, and two 
years later, they returned with the sim-
ilarly lauded Honest, which the Associ-
ated Press hailed as “one of the best 
Americana albums of the year.” 
  
The band’s new stripped-down, self-
titled collection is the purest distillation 

of their sound yet, showcasing the arresting power of the couple’s gorgeous harmonies 
and intricate fretwork. The songs are timeless, rooted in rich, character-driven storytell-
ing, and the performances are similarly transportive, fueled by delicately intertwined 
banjo, guitar, and octave mandolin. 
https://www.ordinaryelephant.net/ 

Jay Williams 
Jay Williams' style is a rich tapestry woven from 
influences that span folk, jazz, pop, country, and 
rock. Utilizing a custom built nylon-string guitar, 
he employs a percussive, finger-picking tech-
nique that allows him to traverse a broad spec-
trum of musical genres. In Jay's compositions, 
the lyrics reign supreme. His compositions 
range from foot-tapping, up-tempo tunes brim-
ming with humor to dreamy ballads that whisk 
you away to distant places. He weaves tales of 
historical events into his music, bringing the 
past to life in a way that only he can. 
https://jaymusic.org/ 

https://www.ordinaryelephant.net/
https://jaymusic.org/


 

SECOND SATURDAY CONCERTS 

 January 10, 2026  Ordinary Elephant, with Jay Williams 
opening 

February 14, 2026 Houston Balalaika Society Orchestra 

HFMS Song Circle 

Tuesday,  January 6, 2026 

NOTE: NEW LOCATION AND TiME 

Hickory Pit BBQ 
6601 S. Rice Ave. in Bellaire 

6:00—8:00 PM 

Monthly Pickin’ Party 

January 18, 2026 
 

Gary’s Place 

518 Fair Oaks Dr. 
Stafford, TX 

2:00 pm snack* and socialize 

3:00 pm pick-n-play 

*bring anything you like! 

Second Saturday Concert is presented by the Houston Folklore and Music Society, a 501
( c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to the promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. Houston Folklore and Music Society presents folk music 
concerts from a wide variety of subgenres on the second Saturday of each month 
(mostly) at The Annex at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. $20 suggested donation 
(cash or check only) at the door – all proceeds go to support the artists.   Children un-
der 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Concerts are held in the Annex at  
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian.  Visit our website, www.houstonfolkmusic.org or con-
tact Jim Gill at jim@saHouston.com for more information.  

https://www.houstonbalalaikasociety.org/
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/SongCircles_PickingParties
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/7BHLYXHSPUYHW
http://www.houstonfolkmusic.org
mailto:jim@saHouston.com
mailto:jim@saHouston.com


Beyond “Cowboy Guitar Chords” 
by Andy Longo 

When I started out learning to play folk songs, I thought the 1, 4, 5 major and 2, 6 minor 
chords would serve me well in this endeavor, and generally these “cowboy chords” played 
in the first position will do well in accompanying a vocal arrangement. However, in many 
formal arrangements of many songs, i.e., as in a John Denver songbook, one will encoun-
ter such things as augmented 5’s or sus 4’s. One trained in piano usually understands 
many of the variations of such chords, because … they learned such things in black and 
white, as it were, on the keyboard. Nevertheless, the naming of chord types has a con-
vention which can be brought to light. For example, a diminished chord lowers the pitch 
of a note or two. An augmented chord raised the pitch of note within a chord. Some ex-
amples of chord types found in folk music expressed as a variant of a C chord:  

Chord Type  Form  Notes  Name  

Major  1-3-5  C-E-G  C  

Sus 4  1-4-5  C-F-G  Csus4  

Sus 2  1-2-5  C-D-G  Csus2  

Major 7  1-3-5-7  C-E-G-B  Cmaj7  

Minor  1-b3-5  C-Eb-G  Cm  

Dominant 7  1-3-5-b7  C-E-G-Bb  C7  

Diminished  1-b3-b5  C-Eb-Gb  Cº  

Augmented  1-3-5#  C-E-G#  C+  

Now if you look up the chords to a classic cowboy song, “Happy Trails”, you will find with-
in an arrangement in the key of C such chords as G7 augmented 5 and G diminished.  

Thus Roy and Dale found these chords useful in harmonizing with their melody. There were 
more than thirty chord types included in the list I referenced. Many of these are playable by 
piano players whom, of course, have ten fingers. For guitar, banjo and mandolin players, we 
have but four fingers generally to execute a chord type. It is not a subject to be over-
whelmed by.  



He’s Been on the Job Too Long 
by Paul Cooper 

There are many versions of this song by a multitude of artists and folksingers.  Some have 
elaborate spoken introductions, and some play very challenging guitar arrangements.  The 
story is based on an actual incident that took place in the 1890s in St. Louis.  The tag at the 
end of each verse, “been on the job too long”, seems to refer to “King Brady” having been 
sheriff for so long that he came to believe himself invincible, or possibly that he was just 
burned out.  Out of the many recorded versions, I chose one that is fairly straightforward, 
and easy to hear the chord changes (it’s just a two-chord song).  You can listen to Seth 
Reese perform the song here (You can play along with Seth using the chords shown):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZJxRW4YSro&list=RDsZJxRW4YSro&start_radio=1   
(on the Irish bouzouki, of all things), or on the HFMS Audio Archive page at  
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives    

Duncan and Brady 

C 

Twinkle, twinkle, little star –  

   G 

Along come Brady in his ‘lectric car 

                      G7 

Got a mean look right in his eye 

                                                                        C 

Gonna shoot somebody just to see him die. 

                 G7                                C 

Well he’s been on the job too long. 

 

Duncan, Duncan was tendin’ the bar 

In walked Brady with his shiny star 

Brady said, “Duncan you are under arrest” 

Duncan shot a hole in Brady’s breast 

Well he’s been on the job too long. 

 

Brady, Brady, Brady you know you’ve done 
wrong – 

Breakin’ in here while my game’s going on 

Bustin down the windows, knockin’ at the  
door 

Now you’re lying dead on the barroom floor. 

Yes, you’ve been on the job too long. 

 

 
Old King Brady was a big, fat man 
Doctor reached up and took hold of his hand 
Felt for the pulse, the doctor he said 
"I believe to my soul, King Brady's dead" 
Yes, he’s been on the job too long 

 

High-tailed carriages a-standin’ around 

Takin’ Brady to the buryin’ ground 

High-tailed carriages, rubber-tired hack 

Took him to the graveyard, he ain’t comin’ back 

Yes, he’s been on the job too long. 

 

When the women all heard King Brady was dead 

Well they went back home and they dressed in 
red 

Slippin’ and a-slidin’ and shufflin’ down the 
street 

In their big Mother Hubbards and their stocking 
feet 

Well, he’s been on the job too long. 

 

Brady, Brady, Brady you know you’ve done 
wrong – 

Breakin’ in here while my game’s going on 

Bustin down the windows, knockin’ at the door 

Now you’re lying dead on the barroom floor. 

Yes, you’ve been on the job too long. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZJxRW4YSro&list=RDsZJxRW4YSro&start_radio=1
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives


 

 

A Note from the Editor to the Members  
and Friends of HFMS 

You may have noticed that there was no Cotton Patch Rag in November and December. My 
sincere apologies to all. I was hit with a series of unfortunate events, starting with a nasty 
case of pneumonia. But the health elves appear to have granted me a reprieve, so it looks  
like I will be around a bit longer.  

I hope the New Year brings good music, good food, good company and good health to all. 
Now get out there and celebrate with live music! In the meantime, I give you chickens  
wearing sweaters. 

Yours, 

Luanne 

LOCAL EVENTS 

https://houston.eater.com/maps/houston-best-farmers-markets
https://www.mardigrasgalveston.com/
https://www.rodeohouston.com/worlds-championship-bar-b-que/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/buffalo-bayou-park-cistern-performances%3a-ring-in-the-peace/111111/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/chris-thile/108595/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/modern-folk%3a-multicultural-roots/111043/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/event/warren-haynes/110997/


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD  

Want to do your own search for international 

music festivals? Try: 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com 

Sapporo, Japan 
January 1, 2026 

UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND  
MUSICAL EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE US  

Palestine, Texas 

January 3—February 1, 2026 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com
https://www.gloucesterbid.uk/gloucester-folk-trail/
https://www.snowfes.com/?stt_lang=en
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/ocean-sounds-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/girls-just-wanna-weekend-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/celtic-connections-2026/
https://portlandsfolkfestival.com/
https://contracarnivale.org/
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/great48/
https://theark.org/folk-festival-2026/
https://dulcimoon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BCMFest/
https://faireofchampions.square.site/tickets
https://www.mile0fest.com/
https://www.flascot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerrvilleRenFest
https://events.humanitix.com/florida-americana-music-fest
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/the-musicfest-steamboat-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/everglades-roots-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/ullrgrass-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/winterwondergrass-colorado-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/midwinter-bluegrass-festival-2026/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/wintergrass-festival-2026/


LOCAL FOLKIN’! 
Community Folk Music Calendars, Venues and Other Concert Resources  

in and around the Houston Metro Area— Images are Live Links! 

 Search by genre or your favorite band 
 Create your own schedule/calendar 
 Get email updates 

LIVE MUSIC VENUES 

GET YOUR JAM ON! 

4th Tuesdays 
7:00—8:30 PM 

Luka BBQ Steak House 
Tuesdays 7:00—9:00 

Wednesdays 12:30 pm  
& Monthly Jams 

Monthly Saturday Jam 

TWINKLE YOUR TOES! 

Mondays & Tuesdays 
Scottish Country Dance 

Register Here! 
European Dance Guild 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6—8 pm 

FOR THE KIDS! 

Events Kingwood 

https://undiscoveredmusic.net/
https://www.bandsintown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://andersonfair.net/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/
https://continentalclub.com/houston
https://memorial.cowboysurferbar.com/houston-memorial-cowboy-surfer-events
https://www.doseydoetickets.com/barn
https://emmitsplace.com/
https://www.fulshearhouseconcerts.org/rsvp
https://www.thearmadillopalace.com/live-music/
https://www.haakwines.com/calendar
https://johnsonstudiotexas.com/Concerts.html
https://www.kojakshouston.com/events#section-177877
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://www.millbend.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.facebook.com/modcoffeehouse
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bigtoplounge/
https://www.reverbnation.com/venue/redbricktavern
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://oldquarteracousticcafe.com/
https://whiteoakmusichall.com/
http://singings.texasfasola.org/monthly/houston.html
https://www.houstonsongwriters.net/
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org/events/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/page/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://www.houkulele.com/
https://nhcds.org/wp-nhcds/events/category/full-event-calendar/
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://hatds.org/schedules#HATDS
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://folkdancers.org/
https://www.yahouston.org/public-performances
https://kingwood.cowboysurferbar.com/kingwood-cowboy-surfer-kingwood-events
https://coffeehousehouston.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Buffalo-Grille-Bluegrass-Jam-100021212087211/


JUST FOLKIN’ AROUND 
Virtual resources for learnin’, partakin’, or just listenin’! 

https://www.portlandfolkmusic.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=748368
https://truefire.com/channels/bluegrass-academy/h3015
https://www.banjopodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/there-is-a-season-the-pete-seeger-podcast/id1716193623
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQzY2thZXZxcjQ1dGVscWl0dWxiYTZpcmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ&pli=1
https://substack.com/@johnlomaxiii
https://greenwichvillagefolkfestival.org/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/sights-sounds/
https://digitalcollections.rice.edu/houston-folk-music-archive
https://thefreight.org/education/
https://janseides.com/shows
https://www.sffmc.org/community-folk-calendar/
https://nfo-usa.org/virtual-events-calendar/
https://maritime.org/chantey-sing/
https://learntoplaythefiddle.co.uk/courses/
https://www.fsgw.org/concerts
https://rscds.org/get-involved/global-dance-listings
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2040172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345630819944098
https://www.folk.org/chorus
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?fbclid=IwAR185ZRhfbfbcZZbCh97Q6_VKngGfEB3sYo_uHVDZGDMxrnlOUF4YkT6OCE&mid=1y1J--fHvfiWmAIvmECIXSEcfYMzkygQe&ll=-3.81666561775622e-14%2C-97.2217660852051&z=1


JOIN US, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
OR BUY THEM A GIFT MEMBERSHIP! 

Started in June 1951, Houston Folklore and Music Society (HFMS) is a 501( c)(3) nonprofit 
membership organization dedicated to the preservation of folk music (from the German 
word Volksmusik meaning “people's music”), and promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. In 1980, HFMS started hosting concerts and all concert proceeds 
have been used to support the artists! We are a 100% volunteer organization presenting: 
traditional folk, bluegrass, country music, old time, blues, acoustic jazz, other 
Americana/Roots music, European and Celtic folk, Mexican and South American, and the list 
goes on... You never know who will turn up at a Second Saturday Concert! 

Members receive our monthly digital newsletter, The Cotton Patch Rag (with extensive local 
resources and worldwide events) and the satisfaction of supporting and promoting live music 
in the greater Houston area. Dues are $20 for individual membership (one email address) and 
$35 for a joint membership (two email addresses). 

If you would like to join online, please go to the Membership page at our website, 
Houstonfolkmusic.org. Or if your preference is snail mail, this form can be printed  and 
mailed with a check payable to Houston Folklore and Music Society, 5610 Innsbruck St., 
Bellaire, TX 77401. 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 New Membership 

Is this a new address? 

NAME(s): 

STREET 

 
Yes 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE (wk) 

E-MAIL (1): 

E-MAIL (2): 
 

Enclosed is 
 
 

For information contact:

 
 

Thank you! 

Second Saturday Concerts: Jim Gill jim@sahouston.com or 832-453-4455 
Newsletter Editor: Luanne Novak lulutenzo@gmail.com 
Membership Management: Karon Mueller karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net 
Social media: Jen Grove littlegrover@icloud.com 
Website Management: Paul Mueller ptmueller78@gmail.com 
Newsletter Contributors: Andy Longo zenflyer@gmail.com and  
        Paul Cooper pcooperowls0@gmail.com 
General Organization Info, Our Prez: Pam Kalinec pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net 

Renewal Re-Joining 

No Today’s Date: 

$20 Annual Dues $35 Annual Dues 

https://houstonfolkmusic.org/
mailto:jim@sahouston.com
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:littlegrover@icloud.com
mailto:ptmueller78@gmail.com
mailto:zenflyer@gmail.com
mailto:pcooperowls0@gmail.com
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
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